PART VIII:
tion, he then desisted, as thinking the experiment had been
duly tried. Mr Burke justly observed, that this was not the
most vigorous trial, Low Dutch being a language so near to
our own; had it been one of the languages entirely different,
he might have been very soon satisfied.'
'Mr Langton and he having gone to see a Freemason's
funeral procession, when they were at Rochester, and some
solemn musick being played on French horns, he said, "This
is the first time that I have ever been affected by musical
sounds," *
'Goldsmith had long a visionary project, that some time or
other when his circumstances should be easier, he would go
to Aleppo, in order to acquire a knowledge as far as might
be, of any arts peculiar to the East, and introduce them into
Britain. When this was talked of in Dr Johnson's company,
he said, "Of all men Goldsmith is the most unfit to go out
upon such an inquiry; for he is utterly ignorant of such arts
as we already possess, and consequently could not know what
would be accessions to our present stock of mechanical know-
ledge. Sir, he would bring home a grinding-barrow, which
you see in every street in London, and think that he had
furnished a wonderful improvement"'
'Greek, Sir, (said he,) is like lace; every man gets as much
of it as he can.'
'It is well known that there was formerly a rude custom
for those who were sailing upon the Thames, to accost each
other as they passed, in the most abusive language they could
invent, generally, however, with as much satirical humour
as they were capable of producing. Johnson was once emin-
ently successful in this species of contest; a fellow having
attacked him with some coarse raillery, Johnson answered
him thus, "Sir, your wife, under pretence of keeping a
bawdy-house, is a receiver of stolen goods."'
'Beauclerk having observed to him of one of their friends,
that he was aukward at counting money. <rWhy, Sir, (said
Johnson,) I am likewise aukward at counting money. But
then, Sir, the reason is plain; I have had very little money to
count."'
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